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Nine young adults from Crosswinds’ Independent Living and 
Transitional Living programs completed an intensive 12 day 
training to prepare for the General Educational Development 
Test (GED).  The FAST TRACK GED training, developed and 
taught by Patrick Higgs of Education Solutions International, 
was offered through the collaboration of Community Based Care 
of Brevard, Connected by 25 Brevard, and Crosswinds Youth 
Services.  GED preparation is one aspect of an initiative to assist 
those who age out of foster care to make a successful transition 
to independent living.     
Photos at right, top left to right:  Tonia Ocansey, Michael Moreno, 
Tiffani Hernandez; bottom left to right:  Tanesha Atwood, Amanda 
Howard, Deanna Guinyard 

Young Adults Move Forward With FAST TRACK GED Training 

On May 30th Crosswinds youth enjoyed an 
afternoon of African drumming, dance and folktales 
under the shade trees in the park.  The event was a 
celebration of what they had learned with artists-
in residence Don and Tutu Harrell of OrisiRisi 
African Folklore, in a program sponsored by the 
Brevard Cultural Alliance.   

Afternoon of African Folklore Crosswinds — Who We Are 

Crosswinds was founded in 1974, starting out as a 
shelter for runaway teens.   Through 35 years of 
supporting youth in crisis, Crosswinds has developed a 
spectrum of programs to strengthen families and offer 
young people the support, skills and opportunities they 
need to succeed.  Crosswinds touches the lives of over 
3,500 children and youth and their families each year 
through intensive residential and community based 
services, crisis information and referrals, assessment, 
counseling, delinquency diversion, transitional living, and 
other programs. 
Crosswinds is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization.  
Your contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest 
extent allowed by law.   
To learn more about who we are and what we do, or how 
you can support the work of Crosswinds, visit our 
website: 

www.crosswindsyouthservices.org  
or call us at:    

321-452-0800     

YOU can help the young people of our communities 
 on their path to success in life.   

To volunteer contact: 
Karen Locke, Chief Operating Officer 

KarenLocke@crosswindsyouthservices.org 
321-452-0800 
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Sheriff’s Office Golf Classic Benefits Crosswinds and United Way 

Brevard County Sheriff Jack Parker and Communications International Inc. 
(CII) hosted a Golf Tournament on May 30th at Duran Golf Club to benefit 
Crosswinds and the United Way.  Pictured above from left to right: Henry 
Erfurt, Director of Business Development for CII.; Jan Lokay, President & 
CEO of Crosswinds Youth Services; Sheriff Jack Parker; Bob Stork, CEO of 
CII; Susan McGrath, Vice President of Resource Development for United 
Way of Brevard and  Sheriff’s Office Commander Paul Drinkwater. 

Duck Adoption Sponsors 
Colonial Bank, Community Credit Union, Insight Financial Credit Union, KSC Federal Credit Union, National City Bank, Prime Bank, RBC Bank, 
Riverside National Bank, Seacoast National Bank, Space Coast Credit Union, Sunrise Bank, SunTrust Bank, Cartridge World Melbourne, 
Mailman Joey’s, Nosh & Ganache, CVS Pharmacies   

Volunteers 
Boy Scouts of America Troops 191 and 709,  Boeing Company Employees, Disney “VoluntEARS”, Harris Corporation Employees,  

United Space Alliance Employees, and individual friends of Crosswinds 

Supporters and Prize Donors 
WFTV9 Family Connection/Central Florida Auto Dealers Association/AirTran/Ace Hardware/Insight Financial Credit Union, Lite Rock 99.3, 
Publix Super Markets Charities, United Space Alliance, USA Employees’ One Fund, Bank of America, SunTrust Bank, Regions Bank, FPL, 
Community Credit Union, Mike Erdman Motors, The Margaret Heins Foundation, Indian River Festival, Titusville Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Titusville Sailing Club, Brevard County Road and Bridge, Brevard Productions, Washington Nationals Baseball Club, Southwest Airlines, Hyatt 
Regency Washington DC, Disney Cruise Line, Dillard’s, Bad Birds Gallery, Orlando World Center Marriott, Obsession Charters, SeaWorld, 
Seaside Piecemakers Quilt Club, Vivianne Bonsall Photography, Rockledge Gardens, Kempf’s Jewelers, Andretti Thrill Park, Radisson Resort 
at the Port, Brevard Manatees, LaQuinta Inn Cocoa Beach, Brevard Zoo, Brevard Symphony Orchestra, Hampton Inn & Marriott Courtyard 
Cocoa Beach, Ocean Animal Clinic, Massage Therapy Associates, CocaCola of Brevard, Village Hair Works, Premier Applause, Brevard Parks 
and Recreation Golf, Duran Golf Club, PODS, Bright House Network, BJ’s Wholesale Club, Wal-Mart, Walgreens  

Crosswinds Rocks on YouTube! 
Crosswinds has an exciting new presence on 
YouTube.  In a video created by AmeriCorps 
volunteer Brandon Stevens and Crosswinds 
youth, present and former clients describe 
their life-changing experiences with 
Crosswinds’ staff and programs.  Web visitors 

are treated to a video tour of the Robert E. Lehton Children’s 
Shelter and other areas of Crosswinds’ Cocoa campus.  Luke and 
Jasmine, Crosswinds’ therapy dogs, make a lively appearance.   

Mr. Stevens is a Youth Care Worker in the Shelter through the 
SEN/AmeriCorps program, designed to increase the number of 
caring adults available to interact with youth.  While working on 
this project, the youth learned many useful skills in video 
production and had fun doing it.  AmeriCorps is funded by the 
Corporation for National and Community Service, and brought to 
Crosswinds by the Southeastern Network of Youth and Family 
Services (SEN).   

Check it out and tell your friends about Crosswinds on YouTube.  
To view the video go to www.youtube.com and search for 
“Crosswinds Youth Services”. 

Thank You  
for your support of the  

11th Annual  
Great Brevard Duck Race  


